
CLAIM FOR DAMAGE, 
INJURY OR DEATH 
RESUL liNG FROM GOLD 
KING MINE INCIDENT 

INSTRUCTIONS: Please read carefully t he instruct ions on the reverse 

side and supply infonnation requesting on both sides of this form. Use 

additional sheet(s) if necessary. See reverse side for additional instructions. 

[APPROVED BY NAVAJO 
NATION DEPT. OF JUSTICE) 1 

1. Submit to: 2. Name, address of claimant, and cla imant' s personal representative if any (See 
Richard Feldman 
Claims Officer 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW {MC 2399A) 
Washi DC 20460 

(b)(6) . .. . 

(b )(6 ) .• .. • (b.)(6 ) ! •• • 
5. MARITALSTATUS 6. DATE AND DAY OF 7. TIME (AM OR PM) 

(b )(6 ) 1'1.4 
8. BASIS OF CLAIM (State in detail the known facts and circumstances attending the damage, 

of occurrence and the cause thereof. Use additional pages if necessary). 

• Gold f.4j.,1 ;,..:! -fox/c vJA't>fe.wtJ~.-fey ;.,..f.o Ani~~s tvul ..sQ,... .JCAal'l. ~"veYS. 
• FarrtA ?lt7'.f t:'.Hzc-1-e...c/. 
• La"J uSe- fc..- ,.,.., 

:1 !~I !Il l I Ill.: : I • : • !~ ! ~I.L L Ill " ·• & • II I •• • 

(b )(6 ) 

BRIEFLY DESCRIBE THE PROPERTY, NATURE AND EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE AND THE LOCATION OF WHERE THE PROPERTY MAY BE INSPECTED. 
(See instruction on reverse side). 

1/-(M.vy /Yle.-led ~nd o-H.er ctt~; ca.f.s C&>~-t·h~.mine:r/e..d -1-1.£ vive..v- wc:xkl"" C;(Jeel ~r 
a..:J ,.. i c.u 1/-«.re. 

12d. TOTAL (Failure t o specify may cause 
f rl f 
(b )(4 ) . 

1 CERTIFY THAT, TO THE 6E5T OF MY KNOWLEDGE, THE AMOUNT OF THE QAIM COVERS ONLY DAMAGES AND INJURIES CAUSED BY THE INCIDENT ABOVE. I HEREBY 
EXPRESSLY RESERVE MY RIGHT TO FILE SUPPLEMENTAL CLAIMS FOR DAMAGES AND INJURIES IN THE EVENT OF ANY FUTURE DISCOVERY OR ASSESSMENT OF 

IGNING FORM 14. DATE OF SIGNATURE 

:2-1-1(:, 

1 This form was d•afted by the Navajo Nation Oepa•tment of Justice in an effort to co mmunicate that the cla imant h not waiv ing future r ights­
There is no guarantee t hat any Uni ted States agency will accept this form or grant the claim stated on th is form . This form does not offer or 
purport to offer legal advice. Claimants should decide for themselves whether to use thi s form, the Standard Form 9S provided by the United 
States Department of Justice, or any other form, and may w ish to consult with their own attorney prior to doing so. 



Attn: Richard Feldman 
Claims Officer 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 

Re: Gold King Mine Claim 

Claimant: 
(b)(6) 

February 1, 20 16 

Mr. Feldman, wear~ filing ~!aim. on. our crop damage resulting from Gold King Mine 
incident. 

We have approximately 26.6 acres offann land that goes 
the · 

Attached are three copies of farm lease permits. Two copies 
(b )(6) • • 

(b)(6) (b)(6) 
under our nam~ 
loaned her plot ~o us to grow a 

up eep t e e d. The plot use are as follow: 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Some of the problems that have become inherent because of the Gold King Mine incident 
were: drought conditions due to irrigation water bei turned off · ), 

ion of soil due to 

The Gold King Mine incident has caused us to rescpedule our crop· rotation sooner that 
we anticipated. We're not calculating into the crop damage cost, but will evenfually 
combine this co.st ourselves duri ng crop rotation. 

What we have calculated into the damage cost is the loss 
.-rom cash crop gains, overhead recovery, labor, eqt1Jpment mamtenance 
miscellaneous material. 





r, i ·""· -

NAVAJO RESE RV AT ION 

Land Use Permit 
AGRICUlTURAl 

Project --
(b )(6 ) 

lO~aCttf,.TIONJ 

is hereby approved; subject to the following conditions : 

A. All land under assignmm t : 

1. This lm d will be yours to use as i ong as beneficial use is made oi i t, as deter-
mined by the Superint..En dent of the SHIPROCK Agency, 
Navajo Area. Bureau of Indian Affa:rs . 

Z. ln eccordence with T:ibal Council Resolut!on of July ll. !943, lhe sale o!' a fB!m 
land assignment is prohibitarl. Ir. the £>vent of !'E'-assignmE'nt. the original assi&nes 
m!!y In- entitled to compensation from the new assignee for such improvemento &. 
may have been placed on the above describ~d land. 

3 . You may e~ocut<> a wili designating the person or person!'. to receive this assign­
ment. in the evf>nt oi your d~Eth. The form on the reverse side of this pennit •.vher, 
e~ecuted. constitutes an adequate and binding wilL This will must bE ap!)roved b~· 
the O>urt of !ndiar. Offenses, otherwise the asGignment will descend ac specified 
in Tribal Counc!l resolution o: July ll. 1943. in the same manner a& it must de­
scend if death occurs without a will. 

B. Irrigated Lands: 

1. The acceptance of thi s assignment requires that you do your full share of the work 
required to keep the ditches clean. maintain the prircipal water distribution system, 
and control waste water. 

2. Operation and maintenance charges for irrigation may be assessed against this 
land. Annual payments, if required, mus t be paid by the assignee. 

provisiOns have b=en n~:! wd interpreted to me and l fully under­
! hereby agres to c. :-y them out to the best of my ebi! ity anC: 

shall relinquish ell c!e.i, o the use of this assignment in the event 
meet any of the above provi :-::: ' S . 

(b)(6) 

Signed 

Census 



NAVAJO RESERVATION 

Land Use Permit 
AGRICULTURAL 

Project 

Census No. 

Your application for an assignment of Plot No. 

FRDITI.AND PRO.IECT 
IOI:aCIU .. TIOH) 

is hereby approved; s ubject to the followi ng conditions: 

A. All land under assignment: 

1. This 18!1 d will be yours to use as 1 ong as beneficial use is made of it, as deter-
mined by the Superinteldent of the __ ..z$WQIIo.,P.,.BQCJ_,.....,c ________ Agency, 
Navajo Area , Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

2. In accordance with Tribal Council Resolution of July 11. 1943. the sale of a farm 
land assignment is prohibited. ln the event of re-assignment. the original assignee 
may be entitled to compensation from the new assignee for such improvements as 
may have been placed on the above described land. 

3. You ma.Y execute a will designating the person or persons to receive this assign­
ment. in the event of your death. The form on the reverse side of this permit when 
executed. constitutes an adequate and binding will. Thi s will must be approved by 
the Court of Indian Offenses , otherwise the assignment will descend as specified 
in Tribal Council resolution of July ll , 1943, in the same manner as it must de­
scend if death occurs without a will. 

B. Irrigated Lands: 

1. The acceptance · of this ass ignment requires that you do your full share of the work 
required to keep the ditches clean, maintain the prircipal water distribution system, 
and control waste water. 

2. Operation and maintenance charges for irrigation may be a~:sessed against this 
land. Annual payments, if required , must be paid by the assignee . 

3 . You are obligated to assume your share of the reimbursable indebtedness against 
the irrigation project, excepting as provided in the L eavitt Act of July 1, 1932 
(47 Stat. 564> (Title 25 U.S. G .. Section 386a) ... .. i () 

Approved .JANUAilY 14. 1998 \ k .__ _,.....Kt!), -....~ 
\ mg fficer) 

By Authority of the Secretary of the Interior 

The foregoing provts1ons have been read and interpreted to me Wld I full y under­
s tand my obligations. I hereby agree to carry them out to the best of my ability and 
further agree that I shall relinquish all claims to the use of this assignment in the event 
of my fa ilure to meet any of the above provi s ions. 



NAVAJO RESERVAT ION 

Land Use Permit 
AGRICULTURAL --Project _ 

To Census No. ---1 • • • t NAW. I --
Your application for an assignment of ----acres, Plot No. 

(b )(6 ) 

(Ol8C IU .. TIONI 

is hereby approved; subject to the following conditions: 

A. All land under ass ignmm t: 

1. This IS1 d will be yours to use as long 
mined by tht> Superintendent of the 
Navajo Area, Bureau of Indian Affairs . 

as beneficial use is made of it, as deter-
SHIPROCK Agency, 

2 . In accordance with Tribal Council Reso lution of July 11. 1943. the sale of a farm 
land assignment is prohibited. In the event of T'E"-assignm<.'nl. the original assignee 
may be entltled t.o compensation from the new assi gnee for such improvements as 
may have been placed on the above described land. 

3. You may execute a will designating the person or persons to receive this assign­
ment. in the event of your death . The form on the reverse side of this pennit when 
executed. constitutes an adequate and binding will. This will must be approved by 
the Court of Indian Offenses. otherwise the assignment will descend as specified 
in Tribal Councll resolution of July 11. 1943. in the same manner as it must d~ 
scend if death occurs without a will. 

B. Irrigated Lands: 

1. The acceptance of this assignment requires that you do your full share of the work 
required to keep the ditches cle6ll, maint.Wn the priocipel water distribution system, 
and conlrol waste water. 

2 . Operation and main tenance charges for irrigation may be assessed agai:-~st this 
land. Annual payments, if required. must be paid by the assignee. 

3. You are obligated to assume your share of the reimbursable indebtedness against 
the irrigation project. excepting as provided in thj L~vitt Act of July 1. 1932 
(47 Stat. 564l <Title 25 U.S. G . . Section 386al. \ . \ ;, . 

Approved SEPTEMBER 08y 1999 ~J\A f•"{~ 
( Issuing Offi~e l 

By Authori ty of the Secretary of the Inte rior 

foregoing provtstons have been read and interpreted to me and I fully under­
obligations. I hereby agree to carry tllem ouL to the best o f my abili ty anci 

t t.at I shall rei inquish all claims to the use of this assignment in the event 
to meet any of the above provisions . 

Signed 

Census 



c~17 .Q-1 ser-~"~ 10, 

N4<.v~jo 7;~s tlv-he-1~ 

DaVis and Irene Harwood had 
built a traditional mud oven to 
steam corn, hoping to add value 
to tlieir crop and sell it at the 
Northern and Navajo Nation 
fairs, but between the three 
weeks the canal system was 
shut Off and an earlier pipeline 
break, they only harvested 
enough corn to preserve for 
their own family over the 

... mnter. 
:. • . ;' 
t\" :... • 

Their chills, tomatoes and 
squash were a total loss, and 
the alfalfa was so low you could 
see the heads and tailfeathers'Of 
chickens pecking through the . . field. 

Davis Harwood, a retired 
supervisor at the Four Corners 
PoWer Plant, said he was satis­
fied the water was safe because 
multiple agencies had tested it, 
and wished Begaye had lifted 
the ban a week earlier. 
Hesrudhe w~ffieaclalln 

for compensation with the 'EPA 
when he could figure out a dol­
Iar.value to put to his losses. 

"You work so hard, hoeing 
and planting,' and tnen this 
happens,!' he said, Showing the ·· 
reporter a bucket of Corn ears 
too Illi.ssruipen and stunted to· 

be used. 



,ard of Election 
ervisors meeting 

~avajo Nation Board 
ion SuperYisors will 
day, Sept. 10. at 9 a.m. 
~uality Inn Business 
x, Conference Room 
¥indow Rock. Infor-
1-800-775-8583 

inlsce Band music 
festival 

th annual ?.eminisce 
usic Fes:i·:a: will be 
:urday. Sepr. 12. at the 
~ket in \\'indow Rock. 
nd entr·,-. Fe5ti\·al will 
llowing :te :\a,·ajo 
"air Parari;:. Ir.forma­
viel Yazz:e. 505-8i6-
i05-290-~ess 

1a Tri-Universities 
ndlan Education 

meeting 

rizona Tri-Univer-
. Inclian Education 
will be held today, 
from 8 a .m. to 5 p.m. 
1vajo Nation Quality 
'indow Rock. 

BMX Competition 

e BMX Competition 
eld Friday, Sept. 11, 
).m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Dine Youth Ska te 
~art Defiance. There 
>ur age categories: 
:tder, 11-13, 14-17, and 
~egistration is free. 
free food. Informa­
·871-7969 

are provider open 
house 

are prO\ider open 
5ept. 17 :rom 10 a.m. 
ar the Fort Defiance 
~ase Work t'nit 
)!:'! 5~ -~-- :r. '.\'indow 
-::: ::to:- ::C.::. e:toy 
:-:::~ ?..:-::. ~5~: t;.".l€5· 
·.:: :-:: ·.·· :: :;:.:a::::- to 
::: : .~ :?..:·:: ;::·o.,-:der 

:-.-: ::·.:·::·::-.::.::or.: 9:?.8-

• II"\ ,.. , 

----. -----~-- --

_.. . -· -· __ ... 

---.. 

Nenahnezad farmers Davis and Irene Harwood talk about their com TUesday at their home In Nenahnezad, N.M. 

EPA report: Gold King Mike Sl 
By Alysa Landry 

Special to the Times 

WASHINGTON - The blowout at Colo­
rado's Gold King Mine was inevitable. 
an internal review of the Aug. 5 incident 
found. 

The Environmental Protection Agency. 
which has taken responsibility for the 
release of S million gallons oftoxlc waste­
water from an abandoned mine upstream 
from the Animas and San Juan rivers. 
launched a rapid, week-long internal in­
vestigation into the spill on August 14. In 
a report released 10 days later, the agency 
found that the burst was likely inevitable 
and that actions to clear the crew from 
the site just prior to the rupture probably 
helped avoid fatalities. 

The EPA based its report on site vis-

::5 ::-.:::: ... -:::·.rs '\\ith those in\·o~,·.::: ::.::. 
:·-:-;~:...:-::-. :.:-.:o similar sites across::-.-:­
cc·~:-.::-::. ::~goal was to investigar.:- r:.:: 
Go~d ~:::z ~.::ne spill and determu:-= ·.•:;."3 
:o ?:·;;·.-~:-.: :·:.:D:.-e spills at similar s::-:-~ 

_.:,: ::-.:: ::.:::-:- J:::te spill. EPA cre\'."5 :··~ :- = . •. .., •. ·_.,_ =--- .... ::r.-:; contaminated liqt::-' - ---
0· ~-~:;~~~-:.~ "-~=~ ::.~-has been m· acrl·\·~ ~. : -:-~ .. ..... t:' · --- ' ·---1- I;_ ....... 

:9:20. 3 ·.:: ::-:-:-·; ·.::!derestimated the nres· 
sure JL:.i:.: 'l::>'tehind debris at the mine'~ 
entra::c= "-..;c. v:hen \\·orkers remo,·ed toe 
:!:ud: d.:':>:-~;;. :te roof ruptured, releasL'l~ 
a plt:J:lf ·~·f :cxic waste into the water. 

"D·..l:'i:::g :he excaYation. the lower por­
tion o:the bedrock face cr umbled away 
and there was a spun of water from the 
area Li :he lower par1 of the excavation 
area ... the report states. "Shortly after the 
water spurted, more water started coming 
from the localized area of the spurt. The 

color of the ·.,·a:e:- -;; ·~ -
then changed to :-~:.. • --: 

Bm :here wa.s ~T..:.:: :=a: : 
done 10 :>re\·em ::l-.te ~--=:~ 
"D~6::e t~1e :·;~ ~ 

:·.tg~::: :::-.? : :>-:r: ·,t;:_:~ :r 

:!-.. = :::7-. =·.::.'" ::.~ ~;.·: ­
:=:-=.~=--=!.;·.:.:-.:- ::· ::-.. -=- ·~ 
;.: f.--~::: ... =: .. ;.:-_=:0---=­
..:-.:: ... ~:-:- ;.::: : : ::...e-
. - ·----- ----- - -- .. - - - ---··· 

~:~--=..: ::::: :.=.::: : ..:_ :..:~ 
-~·.:::::-:~::.::: :[-_:r 
::.-:- :-:..: :_:_;. '.~ ..-:r 

:-: .. ~ -=-::.r:- ...;...:~ =~ 
::·-=:::.:-. ~ :..:r ~= ..... 1.' ::I 
::1:-~-= :: ::r= =~ -.: 

Senate Committee on Indian Affairs to hotd o 
By Alysa Landrr 

Special to the llmes 

WASHINGTON--:-:-.-:- 57:·.;::: 

~-.: .. 

states and three Indian nations 
to declare emergencies a.'ld lim:t 
ac:-~~~ : : :::;; :-: .. -=:· ~ . .. .. - .. --

.. ------.:-_:- --: ... _- -- ':"' .. 
t :.~ - --- · , .. •t.-s..: 




